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founders of Cumac, in the earliest Greek exploration of the
West.

One more story in which Kyme figures as the terminus
of a route from Sardis is the romance of King Ardys and the
Brigand Kerses, as told by Nikolaos 1 the court historian
of Herod the Great. The ostensible date of the events is
early in the eighth century. The story is no doubt
apocryphal; a comparison of the different lists, given by late
writers, of alleged eighth century kings of Lydia does not
inspire confidence, since hardly two names agree. However,
if the story comes from Xanthos the Lydia n, as many rather
similar stories in Nikolaos seem to do, it goes back to a
respectably early (fifth century) native source; and if it is
not pure history, but history as transmuted by the story-
tellers of a Lydian bazaar, that in itself, even though the
story-teller had not quite the genius of a Herodotos, is not
without interest.

Ardys and Kadys were the two sons of Sadyattes I, king of
Lydia, and after their father's death held the kingdom
jointly; but a noble named Spermes seduced Damanno,2
the wife of Kadys, murdered Kadys and usurped the throne.
Ardys escaped to Kyme, where he set up first as a waggon-
builder and afterwards as an inn-keeper. In both capacities
he treated with particular favour any Lydians with whom he
had to deal.3 At last Spermes became alarmed at his activities
and began to feel that he must get rid of him ; to which end
he hired a brigand named Kerses to go to Kyme and bring
back Ardys' head, Kerses went to Kyme and, as a first
step, put up at the inn; where, however, he fell violently
in love with the king's daughter, who was acting as barmaid,

i N.D. frag. 49,

4 Cf. the name of Nanno, the mistress of Mimnermos.

* Notice how ths story presupposes much coming and going between
the hinterland and Kyme. Herakleides of Pontos in his Kv^t<av IJoMreia
(frag, xi, i, in JP.H.G. ii) has a different version of the story of how the rightful
King of Lydia came to be waggon-building at Kyme. Has the waggon, one
wonders,' anything to do with the famous Sacred Waggon of Gordieus of
Phrygia, which Alexander the Great found at Gordieion, secured by the
Gordian.fcnot ?